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May it Pleafe Your Majefty, 


defirous of difcharging in the beft‏ سد صا 
Manner I can, the Duties of that Station,‏ 
which by Your Majeftys Moft Gracious Fa-‏ 
vour is afligned me in Your Chapel-Royal,‏ 
I have compofed the following Anthems,‏ 
which having been Honoured with Your Royal‏ 
Prefence, in the Performance, and being now‏ 
made Publick, are Mott Humbly offered to‏ 
Your Majefty, as the beft Teftimony of the‏ 
Inviolable Loyalty and Gratitude of‏ 


Your MAJESTTs 
Moft Dutiful Subject, 


and Servant, 


WILLIAM CROFT. 


HEREAS Our Trufly and Well-beloved William Croft, Doctor of 
Mufick, and Organift to Our Chapels Royal; has humbly repre- 
fented unto Us, that he hath with great Labour and Expence, 
compofed feveral Anthems upon divers Occafions, for Voices and 
Inftruments, for the Ufe of Our faid Chapels ; in order to be Printed and Pub- 
lifhed in two Volumes in Folio, and has humbly befought Us to grant him Our 
Royal Privilege and Licence for the fole Printing and Publifhing thereof, for the 
Term of Fourteen Years; We being willing to give all due Encouragement 
to this his Undertaking, are gracioufly pleaéd to condefcend to his Re- 
queft; And We do therefore by thefe Prefents, fo far as may be agreeable 
to the Statute in that Cafe made and provided, grant unto him the faid 
William Croft, his Executors, Adminiftrators, and Alligns, Our Royal Licence 
for the fole Printing and Publifhing the faid Anthems for the Term of 
Fourteen Years, to be computed from the Date hereof ; 174 forbidding 
all Our Subjects within Our Kingdoms and Dominions to reprint or abridge 
the fame, either in the like, or in any other Volume or Volumes whatfoever ; or 
to import, buy, vend, utter, or diftribute any Copies thereof reprinted beyond 
the Seas, during the aforefaid Term of Fourteen Years, without the Con- 
fent or Approbation of the faid William Croft, his Heirs, Executors, and 
Affigns, under their Hands and Seals firft had and obtained, as they will 
anfwer the contrary at their Perils; whereof the Commilfioners and other 
Officers of Our Cultoms, the Mafler, Warden, and Company of Stationers, are 
to take Notice, that due Obedience may be rendred to Our Pleafure herein 


declared. Given at Our Court at St. James’s, the 30th Day of OGober, 1724. 
In the Eleventh Year of Our Reign. 


By His Majeflys Command, 
Holles Newcaftle. 
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PRE FACIE 


AHIS being the firft Effay of publithing Church-Mufick in England, 
after the Manner of Printing, wherein this Performance is done, 
it may not be improper to take Notice of fome of the Advan- 
tages that may accrue to the Science in General from this 

Method of Publithing the fame, as alfo the Benefit and Eafe that Perfor- 
mers in this Way may receive, in Order to their Improvement in Mu- 
fick, by having it laid before them in a complete and correct Score ; 
But before I proceed to ftate that Matter in its due Light, it may be 
obferved, That it is not for Want of excellent Compofitions in Church- 
Mufick, that We have as yet feen {o few Inftances of their being made 
Publick in this Way (namely in Score): But for Want of the Art of regular- 
ly placing and ranging the Notes, a Nicety which the old Way of Printing 
would not admit ot The old Mufick (efpecially That which confifted of di- 
vers Parts, as three Parts, or more) was printed in, and performed from 
Jingle Parts, allotted to each Performer by Himfelf: In which Way of 
Printing them, their Performances were liable to great Uncertainty ; and 
befides, (for Want of Marking out their Mufick properly by Bars,) great 
Miftakes were committed, both in their written and printed Copies, which 
not being eafily reconciled for Want of a Score, fome excellent Compofi- 
tions have been rendred ufelefs, and thereby the Names and Works o£ 
great Authors in the Mufical Way, have, to their Own, and the publick De- 
triment, been buried in eternal Oblivion. 

Indeed, it muft be own’d, that Mr. Purcel’s Te Deum and ubilate were 
printed in Score, but in a Manner quite different from that of the follow- 
ing Performance, by which Means the Faults and Omiffions which were at 
the firft committed, are continued through the whole Impreffion, fome of 
which are fo grofs as not to be amended, but by fome skilful Hand, by 
Reafon whereof that Copy is of little Ufe to any Perfon not fufficiently 
skill'd to rectify the Miftakes therein. 

As to what concerns the frequent Tranfcribing Church-Mufick, (the only 
Way hitherto made ufe of in Choirs, to continue the Gel, tis obferva- 
ble, that at this Day it is very difficult to find in the Cathedrals, any one 
Antient valuable Piece of Mufick, that does not abound with Faults and 
Imperfections; The unavoidable Effect of their falling into the Hands of 
carelefs and unskilful Tranfcribers; which is an Injury much to be regretted 
by all who have any Concern or Value for thofe great Authors, or their 
Works. 

From this fhort View therefore of the Mifchiefs of erroneous Printing 
and injudicious Tranfcribing of Church-Mufick, and the دند هع‎ 
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fing from the Manner of Writing and Printing it in feparate Parts.and nor 
in Score; it muft neceffarily.tollow, That this new Way of conveyine the 
fame to Pofterity, by Printing it in a complete Score, will greatly rend. to 
the Improvement and Advantage of Mufick in general; which Arz ot Print- 
ing, by the indefatigable Induitry of our pretent Undertaker, is brought 2 


in 
much greater Perfection in England, than in any other Part of Europe; the’ 
8 


manifold Advantages whereof may beft be known, and will be moft effec- 
tually explained by the Ufe and Practice of it. But for the fake of fome to 
whom this may not appear fo obvious, I fhall take Leave in this Place to 


mention a few Inftances. 
I. A moderate Artit may correct fmall Errors where there is a Score to 


direct him in the firft Inffance; but where Mafick is given in feparate 
Parts, in that Cafe, if Faults be committed therein, the whole muft be 
tranfcribed in Score, in order to enable one to amend thofe Faults, and 
even then it will require the Judgment of a skilful Artift to find them out. 

2. As to Performers, every one that is but indifferently skill’d in the Arc 
of Singing, knows of what improving Advantage it is, at one View to fee 
the Difpofition of the Parts, and how they depend one upon another, to 
obferve the Beauty of the Compofure, and to know upon the flighteft View 
the exact Point where every Part takes Place, either in obferving the Paufes 
or Refis, or filling up the vacant Spaces, by joining properly in the Harmo- 
ny; and tis very obvious, that this Method of publifhing ۸۸۸۳ھ‎ cannot 
but be moft acceptable to the Judicious and Skilful, it being the only Way 
whereby They can be capable at one View to find out the Beauties, or dif 
cover the Imperfections of any Piece, which cannot in any wife be effected, 
if the Parts be kept feparate. 

When the Benefit and Advantage of this Way of Printing Church-Mufick, 
fhall, by Ufe and Practice, be better known and underftood, fome able 
Hand may be induced to procure and publifh correct Copies in Score, of 
all that is valuable in the Church-Way; this it is conceived may be done 
with no great Expence, if the Cathedral Bodies would give Encouragement 
to it, by furnithing their Choirs with one Copy for every Performer 
of their refpective Churches; or, if that be thought too much, one 
Book to a Part for each Side of the Choir, and fo be fupplied with them 
from Time to Time, as there fhall be Occafion; This would probably be 
Encourgement to the Undertaker of this Work to engage in fuch a laudable 
Performance as the Prefervation of Church-Mujfick, which Affair might be fo 
well contrived and conducted, as that the Choral Bodies might be fupplied 
with them in this correct and perfect State, at a much cheaper Rate than 
is now paid for imperfect and erroneous Copies. 

What was the State of Church-Mufick before the Reformation, does not 
appear from any Memorials or Entries thereof, in Books remaining in any 
of our Cathedral Churches: The immortal Mr. Thomas Tallys, (who was 
Organift to the Court in the Reigns of King Henry VIII. King E4- 
ward VI. Queen Mary and Queen Elizabeth) was the firft that ever com- 

ofed a Cathedral-Service in the Englifh Tongue, from which excellent 
Work, juftly efteemed at this very Day, We may conclude, that the Art of 
Mufick was not Young in this Kingdom in his Days; We may therefore la- 
ment the Spoil and Havock that was made at the Reformation, as of Books 
of all other Kinds, fo more efpecially of Church-Mufick, which being com- 
pofed to Words in an unknown Tongue, we may reafonably imagine, fuf- 
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every Thing that had the Appe 
ed with Contempt, and indii 
be tainted with Popery and Super ) 
fick, elpecially of Church-Mufick, was brought 
a very tew induftrious Artifts that apply'd themfelves to the compofing Mu- 
fuk to Englifh Words, in the Way of Services and Anthems, for the Ufe of 
Churches, (at the Beginning of the Retormation,) The Solemnity, Gravity, 
and Excellency of Style, peculiarly proper to Church-Mufick, had been 
utterly loft: But fo it happened, That what was by Mr. Tallys to happily 
begun, was with great Succefs carried on, by other great Mafters, his Co- 
temporaries and Succeffors, every Age having fince produc’d one or more 
Perfons famous in their Generation for reviving the Credit of that ufcful 
Art, who by their excellent Performances from Time to Time, have been 
able to lay a fure Foundation for the perpetual Improvement thereof. 

It is obfervable, That many of thofe valuable Works have fuffered no ده‎ 
ther Injury from the Diftance of the Time wherein they were compofed, to 
the prefent Age, befides what they may have received from ill Performers, 
and from carelefs and unskilful Tranfcribers; nor has their real Worth and 
Value been eclipfed by any fuperior Excellency that has appeared in the 
Works of others, who have exhibited their Labours to the World in the 
more modern Times: But for Juftnefs and Exactnefs in the Compoture, ac- 
cording to the moft {trict and niceft Rules of Harmony, and tor their Subli- 
mity and Elegancy of Style, as they have hitherto been moft juttly efteemed 
and admired, fo tis very proper that fuch Meafures thould be taken as 
may preferve Entire thole worthy Monuments, not only in Confideration of 
their having been ferviceable in Divine Offices in the feveral Ages through 
which they have pafs’d, but as they likewife have been, and to future Ages 
may continue to be the Means of conveying great Light and Inftruction to 
all fücceeding Students in that noble and ufeful czezce; By encouraging 
therefore the Publication of them in This Method, the World will in fome 
Meafure recompenfe the Labours of the wortl y Authors by doing Juftice 
to their Memories, and reap the Benefit thereof in the Satisfaction every 
one may receive'in being poffef?d of fuch valuable Pieces, publifhed in 
the moft correct Manner, at a very reafonable Expence, the only Way of 
making them truly ufeful and acceptable to lateft Pofterity. f 

Having {pent moft of the Time I could well {pare from my other necef 
fary Attendances and Avocations, in Thefe Kind of Studies, and my Compo- 
fitions having been received in the Performance with more Favour than I 
thought I had Reafon to expect, I was eafily prevailed upon to make them 
Publick, that other Choirs, befides thofe for which they were principally 
compos'd, might be furnifh'd with them at eafy Rates, in this correct and 
complete Manner. 

At the End of this Volume is printed an Entire Burial-Service, which it 
is hoped will not be unacceptable, there being {carce any Thing of that 
Kind that is correct in any Catbedral in England; for Want whereof great 
Confufion and Perplexity in that Kind of Performance generally enfues, to 
the great Detriment and Difadvantage of thofe folemn Rites. In that Ser- 
vice there is one Verfe compofed by my Predeceffor, the Famous Mr. Henry 
Purcell, to which, in Juttice to his Memory, his Name is applied; the 
Reafon why I did not compofe that Verfé anew, (fo as to render the whole 

Service 


el 8 186 ! 
vhereof the Art of Mu- 


low, That were it not for 


2 


"ei 

the 77877 

own Compofition,) is obvious to every Artift; in the 
reft of That Service compoled by me, I have endeavoured, as near as pofi- 
bly 1 could, to imi:ate that great Mafier and celebrated Compofér, .whole 
Name will for ever ftand high in the Rank of Thofe, who have laboured 
to improve the Englifh Style, in his to happily adapting his Compofitions 
to Englifh Words in that elegant and judicious Manner, as was unknown 

5 3 e d 7 D d 
to many of his Predeceflors; but in this Refpect both His and My worthy 


and honoured Mafter, Dr. Blow, was known likewife to excel. 
sreat Advantages the feveral Anthems here 


I muft acknowledge the g 
ublifhed have received from the. great Skill and fine Voices with which 


they have been performed, Mr. Elford's Name upon this Occafion muft not 
be forgotten, who was a bright Example of this Kind, excelling all (as far 
as is known) that ever went before him, and fit to be imitated by all that 
come after him, he being in a peculiar Manner eminent for his giving fuch 
a due Energy and proper Emphafis to the Words of his Mufick, as rendred 
it ferviceable to the great End of its Inftitution, which lofes much of its 
Force and Beauty, when by the Unskilfulnefs of either the Compofer or 
Performer, the Words are rendred obfcure and unintelligible, which Excel- 
lency of giving the Words their due Force (fo confpicuous in all Mr. 5 
Performances) though it is one of the greateft Beauties and Ornaments of 
vocal Mufick, (I am forry to fay) is not generally {o well attended to, as it 
ought to be; though with great Truth and Juftice it muft be owned, that 
the prefent Age is not unfruitful of Perfons deferving Well in this Refpect, 


from whofe excellent Performances the brighteft Mufick receives additional 


Spirit and Beauty, and even the Worft appears with Advantage. 

In all the following Compofiions I have endeavoured to keep in my 
View the Solemnity and Gravity of what may properly be called the 
Church-Style (fo vifible in the Works of my Predeceflors) as it ftands di- 
ftinguifh'd from all thofe light Compofitions which are ufed in Places more 
proper for fuch Performances; whether I have in any Degree difcharged 
my {elf as I ought to do on this Head, mutt be left to the Judgment of 


others. 
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